XIII
THE LORD OF THE SACRIFICE

WE have, before'we can proceed further, to gather up
all that has been said in its main principles. The
whole of the Gita's gospel of works rests upon its idea
of sacrifice and contains in fact the eternal connecting
truth of God and the world and works. The human
mind seizes ordinarily only fragmentary notions and
standpoints of a many-sided eternal truth of existence
and builds upon them its various theories of life and
ethics and religion, stressing this or that sign or appear-
ance, but to some entirety of it it must always tend
to reawaken whenever it returns in an age of large
enlightenment to any entire and synthetic relation of
its world-knowledge with its God-knowledge and self-
knowledge. The gospel of the Gita reposes upon this
fundamental Vedantic truth that all being is the one
Brahman and all existence the wheel of Brahman, a
divine movement opening out from God and returning
to God. All is the expressive activity of Nature and
Nature a power of the Divine which works out the
consciousness and will of the divine Soul master of her
works and inhabitant of her forms. It is for his satis-
faction that she descends into the absorption of the
forms of things and the works of life and mind and
returns again through mind and self-knowledge to the
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